UNLOCKING POTENTIAL - INSPIRING FAITH

SECTION 1
The Personalised System of Instruction as the
central Approach and Methodology of the
A.C.E. Programme

The Personalized System of Instruction (PSI) is the core approach and methodology
behind the Accelerated Christian Education (A.C.E.) program. This personalized learning
model is designed to meet the individual needs, strengths, and pace of each student, ensuring
that education is tailored to optimize learning outcomes. Unlike traditional classroom-based
models that often rely on fixed schedules and group-paced instruction, PS| empowers students

to take charge of their own learning journey.
Key Features of the Personalized System of Instruction in A.C.E.

1. Self-Paced Learning

o Individual Progression: The most prominent feature of PSl in A.C.E. is the emphasis
on self-paced learning. Students are given the freedom to progress through their
Pace (learning packets) at a pace that suits their individual ability and understanding.
They are not confined to traditional grade-level structures, which means that a student
can progress through subjects faster or take more time in areas where they need extra

help.

o Mastery-Based Progression: Students must demonstrate mastery of a subject
before moving on to the next concept. This ensures they fully understand the material,
resulting in stronger academic foundations. If a student struggles with a topic, they

can revisit and review it until they have mastered it, preventing gaps in learning.
2. Individualized Instruction

o Tailored to Each Student’s Needs: PSI allows students to receive individualized
instruction in both content and pace. Instead of teaching to the "average" student, the

A.C.E. model recognizes that each student has a unique learning style, speed, and
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ability. Teachers in the A.C.E. program act as facilitators and mentors, offering

guidance when needed, but allowing students to take ownership of their learning.

Student Responsibility: Students are encouraged to take personal responsibility for
their education. With minimal direct instruction, they learn to manage their time, set
personal goals, and track their own academic progress. This fosters self-discipline

and independence, both of which are crucial life skills.

3. Self-Directed Learning with Instant Feedback

(¢]

Independent Work: Students work primarily on their own through the Pace (packet
of work), a self-contained workbook for each subject. The Pace is broken into small,
manageable sections, each with its own exercises and tests. This allows students to

absorb material at their own pace, reinforcing independent learning.

Immediate Feedback: After completing each exercise or test in a PACE, students
immediately receive feedback. This instant feedback allows them to assess their
understanding, recognize mistakes, and correct them before moving forward. This is
an important aspect of PSI as it helps to solidify learning and prevent errors from

accumulating.

4. Mastery-Based Learning
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Mastery Before Moving On: One of the cornerstones of the Personalized System of
Instruction is that students must achieve mastery of the material before advancing to
the next level. Mastery is defined as the ability to demonstrate complete
understanding of a concept or skill. In practical terms, this means that students must
score a high percentage (typically 80% or higher) on their self-tests before

progressing.

Focused Learning: By requiring mastery at each stage, PSI ensures that students
build a solid foundation in each subject area before moving forward. This approach
contrasts with traditional systems where students may advance despite not fully

mastering a concept, leading to gaps in learning.

5. Individualized Support from Teachers
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Teacher as Facilitator: In the A.C.E. system, teachers take on the role of facilitators
rather than traditional lecturers. They provide individual guidance, clarify difficult
concepts, and offer encouragement. However, the bulk of teaching takes place

through the Pace system, where students are responsible for their own learning.



Personalized Help: While students work independently, teachers are available for
one-on-one support when needed. This enables teachers to provide targeted help to
individual students based on their needs, further personalizing the learning

experience.

6. Flexible Learning Environment
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Student-Centred Learning: The classroom setting in A.C.E. schools is often more
flexible than in traditional education. Students can work at different speeds and even
across subjects. For instance, a student who excels in math might move ahead in that
subject, while taking more time to master reading or language arts. This flexibility
allows each student to receive the amount of time and attention they need in each

area.

No Fixed Schedules: Since students’ progress at their own pace, they are not
restricted by traditional class schedules. This allows for more freedom and
personalized planning of their learning time, which can be tailored to individual

needs.

7. Individualized Achievement and Goal Setting

O

Setting Personal Goals: In the PSI model, students are encouraged to set personal
academic goals based on their individual learning needs. This helps them take

ownership of their progress and stay motivated throughout their educational journey.

Tracking Progress: As students work through their PACEs, they track their progress,
celebrating their achievements when they complete each PACE. This sense of
accomplishment reinforces the importance of perseverance, discipline, and hard

work.

8. Curriculum Focus on Strengths and Interests
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Accommodating Different Learning Styles: The Pace system accommodates
students with different learning styles. Some students might excel in reading and
writing, while others may have strengths in math or science. Because students can
progress at their own pace, those who struggle in one area can take more time to

master the material, while students who excel can move ahead.

Interest-Based Learning: Though the core subjects are essential, the A.C.E. program
also allows students the flexibility to focus more on subjects that align with their

strengths or interests, fostering a deeper engagement with learning.



9. Character Building and Biblical Foundation
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Integration of Christian Values: Beyond academics, the A.C.E. program is designed
to nurture character development through a Biblical worldview. Each PACE
integrates Christian principles and character-building lessons that align with the
school’s mission to develop well-rounded individuals who follow Christian values. For
instance, students learn to integrate Biblical virtues such as honesty, integrity,

kindness, and responsibility into their academic work and daily lives.

Spiritual Growth: A.C.E. also includes opportunities for spiritual growth, such as
Bible studies and scripture memorization, helping students mature in their faith as they

work through the program.

10. Assessment and Accountability
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Frequent Self-Assessment: Students regularly assess their own progress through
tests at the end of each section. This self-assessment process ensures that students

are actively involved in their learning and can identify areas that need improvement.

Accountability to Teachers and Parents: Teachers, mentors, and parents help hold
students accountable for their learning progress. While students are self-directed,
there is still a system of checks and balances in place, with teachers available to review

work and ensure that progress is being made.

11. Benefits of the Personalized System of Instruction in A.C.E.

Independence and Ownership: By allowing students to take control of their learning,
PSI encourages independence and ownership of their education. Students develop
responsibility for their academic success, which promotes self-confidence and a

growth mindset.

Tailored Learning Experience: PSI ensures that each student can work at their own
pace, addressing areas of weakness while accelerating through topics they understand

well. This results in personalized education that meets each student’s unique needs.

Mastery Learning: Students are guaranteed to master each concept before moving
forward, building a strong, solid academic foundation that sets them up for future

Success.

Flexibility and Motivation: The ability to progress at one’s own speed increases

student motivation and reduces feelings of frustration or boredom. Students can



accelerate through material they find easy while taking extra time on more challenging

subjects, keeping them engaged and invested in their learning.

12. SUMMARY OF THE MAIN POINTS

The Personalized System of Instruction (PSl) is the central methodology of the Accelerated
Christian Education (A.C.E.) program, designed to create a learning environment that is
student-centred, self-paced, and focused on mastery. By allowing students to work at their
own pace, receive immediate feedback, and take responsibility for their own learning, PSI
promotes independence, self-discipline, and academic excellence. Moreover, the
integration of Biblical principles and character development ensures that students not only
grow intellectually but also spiritually and morally. This approach allows A.C.E. to equip

students with the skills they need to succeed in life while nurturing their faith and character.

SECTION 2
How the A.C.E. Programme Equips Learners for
Life

Introduction

The Accelerated Christian Education (A.C.E) program is a distinctive, unique and structured
educational model designed to equip learners not only with academic knowledge but also with
strong Christian values, character development, and practical life skills. A.C.E. is structured
around self-paced, individualized learning, allowing students to progress at their own speed

while focusing on core subjects such as Bible, English, Math, Science, and Social Studies.

It aims to equip learners not only with academic knowledge but also with the spiritual and
personal qualities needed for success in life. Here’s how the A.C.E. program prepares and

equips students towards reaching their full potential and for a fulfilling and purposeful life:
1. Personalized/ Individualized Learning and Self-Discipline

+ Self-Paced Learning: Students progress through the curriculum at their own pace,

allowing them to advance when they master the material. This personalized approach



builds self-discipline, responsibility, and accountability, skills that are invaluable in

adulthood and in life.

Individualized Attention: Since learners can work independently, they take ownership
of their learning journey and education, which builds intrinsic motivation and time
management skills. This is especially beneficial for students with unique learning
needs, whether they need more time to grasp concepts or can accelerate through

topics quickly.

Pace of Learning: One of the key features of the A.C.E. program is its individualized
approach. Students are given the freedom to progress through the curriculum at their
own pace. This allows learners to advance quickly in areas of strength and take extra
time in areas where they may need more practice. It promotes self-discipline and

independence. A Test is written when the learner is ready not when the class is ready.

Mastery Learning: The program is built around the principle of "mastery learning,"
meaning that students must demonstrate proficiency in a topic before moving on to the
next. Each module/ PACE must be passed at 80% to progress to the next module /
PACE. If a learner achieves less than 80% the module/ PACE must be repeated. This
helps to enhance mastery of content and to build a strong foundation in core subjects

and prevents gaps in knowledge.

Personalized Curriculum: The curriculum is designed to meet the specific needs of
each learner. This approach is especially beneficial for students who may need extra

support or have unique learning styles.

2. Character Development and Christian Values

Biblical Foundation: A.C.E. integrates Christian values throughout its curriculum.
Each subject includes biblical principles, encouraging students to develop a strong
moral foundation and character traits such as integrity, compassion, and perseverance.

Bible memory verses as part the oral practice with the ACE curriculum

Daily Devotions and Bible Study: Students engage with Scripture daily, and Bible
studies are incorporated into lessons, which helps students internalize and apply

Christian teachings to everyday life.



¢ Christian Worldview: At the core of the A.C.E. program is the integration of Christian
principles with education. Students are taught to view their learning and the world
through a Biblical lens, helping them develop strong moral values and a sense of
purpose. The program emphasizes virtues such as honesty, integrity, diligence,

excellence, godliness and kindness.

+ Character Building: A.C.E. places a strong focus on character development. Through
Biblical principles and character-building exercises, students are encouraged to
cultivate positive traits that will help them navigate challenges in their personal and

professional lives.

3. Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills

¢ Learning through Application: A.C.E. encourages students to not only absorb
information but also to apply it in practical contexts. Problem-solving is central to many
lessons, and students are encouraged to think critically, ask questions, and explore the

"why" behind concepts.

¢ Independent Learning and Study Skills: By working through the curriculum
independently, students develop strong study habits, learning strategies, and analytical

thinking skills, which are essential in higher education and professional life.

4. Achievement and Goal Setting

+ Mastery-Based Progression: Students must demonstrate mastery of a subject before
moving on to the next level. This encourages a growth mindset and teaches the
importance of perseverance in achieving goals. Setting and achieving academic goals

helps students build self-confidence and learn how to overcome obstacles.

¢ Recognition of Accomplishments: The system rewards students for completing
tasks, achieving goals, and demonstrating mastery, which builds a sense of

accomplishment and reinforces the value of hard work.

5. Academic Rigor

* Strong Core Subjects: The A.C.E. curriculum is known for its strong emphasis on core
subjects such as math, science, English, and history. It ensures that students are well-

prepared academically and have a solid foundation in these essential areas.
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Focus on Literacy and Numeracy: Literacy and numeracy are foundational to the
A.C.E. program. The program works to ensure that students are proficient in reading,

writing, and mathematics—skills that are essential for all areas of life.

Life Skills and Socialization

Communication and Collaboration: While the A.C.E. program emphasizes
independent study, it also incorporates opportunities for students to interact with
others in group settings, such as Bible discussions, team projects, or cooperative
activities. This helps students develop teamwork, communication, and social

interaction skills.

Service and Leadership: A.C.E. encourages students to develop a servant-leader
mentality, helping them understand the importance of service to others, leadership,

and community involvement, which are all important life skills.

Practical Life Skills: The A.C.E. program emphasizes not only academic knowledge
but also life skills such as time management, problem-solving, and critical thinking.
These skills are vital for success in any career or life situation. The self-directed nature
of the curriculum helps students develop strong decision-making abilities and learn

how to manage their time effectively.

Self-Responsibility: Since students often work independently in A.C.E., they learn
responsibility for their own learning and outcomes. They also learn to set goals, monitor

their progress, and take pride in their achievements.

Problem-Solving and Critical Thinking: The program encourages students to think
critically and logically. Whether it’s through academic exercises or challenges faced in
everyday life, A.C.E. teaches students to analyse situations and find solutions

creatively.

Practical Life Applications

Real-World Context: The curriculum is designed not only to teach academic subjects
but also to equip students with practical life skills. For example, students may engage
with financial literacy, time management, and problem-solving scenarios that prepare

them for adult responsibilities.



Global Awareness: Students also learn about various cultures, histories, and global
issues, fostering an understanding of the world around them and preparing them to

engage thoughtfully in a globalized society.

8. Global and Cultural Awareness

Global Perspective: A.C.E. incorporates elements of global awareness into the
curriculum, helping students understand their place in the world and the importance of
cultural respect. By learning about the broader world, students are better equipped to

engage in diverse environments.

Mission and Service: Many A.C.E. students are encouraged to participate in mission
trips, outreach programs, or cultural exchange programs. These experiences help
students to grow in empathy, broaden their perspectives, and understand the

importance of global citizenship.

9. Flexibility for Diverse Learning Styles

Adaptability: Since the program allows for personalized learning, students with
different learning styles (visual, auditory, kinaesthetic) can engage with the material in
a way that works best for them. This flexibility helps students with varied needs to

succeed and feel confident in their abilities.

Accredited Curriculum: The A.C.E. program is recognized by various educational
institutions, which ensures that students who complete the program are well-prepared

for further education or vocational opportunities.

10. Preparation for Life Beyond School

Vocational Education and Training: A.C.E. also offers training in practical skills that
students can apply in their future careers. This includes leadership, entrepreneurship,
discipleship, and service-oriented projects that prepare them for the workplace. A.C.E.
prepares students for life beyond school by introducing them to a wide variety of career
options and life pathways. Career development and guidance is integrated into the
curriculum, helping students to consider their future profession and life goals early on.
By integrating life lessons with academic learning, students are equipped with practical

skills for future work environments.



e Strong Work Ethic: The emphasis on self-motivation, perseverance, and
accountability helps students develop a robust work ethic. This is vital in navigating

both personal and professional life as adults.

* Service-Oriented Learning: Many A.C.E. schools incorporate community service into
the curriculum. Students participate in service projects, which fosters a sense of
empathy and encourages them to develop a heart for others, an important quality in

both personal and professional life.

11. Mentoring and Community

¢ Mentorship: In the A.C.E. system, students are often paired with mentors or teachers
who provide guidance and support throughout their academic journey. These mentors
offer advice, encouragement, and practical wisdom that helps students stay on track

and make informed decisions about their future.

e Small Group Learning: The program promotes interaction in smaller settings,
encouraging collaboration and building relationships. This creates a supportive

learning environment where students can share ideas and grow together.

12. Focus on Excellence

+ High Standards of Excellence: A.C.E. fosters a culture of excellence by encouraging
students to strive for the best in all their endeavours. The emphasis on mastery and
accountability cultivates high standards of excellence, helping students develop a

lifelong passion for learning.

13. Focus on Long-Term Success and Legacy

¢ Building a Legacy: The A.C.E. program encourages students to think beyond
immediate goals and focus on building a lasting impact in their communities and the
world. The integration of faith, academic discipline, and character development helps

students cultivate a long-term vision for their lives and future.

¢ Family-Centred Education: The program also promotes family involvement,
encouraging parents to be active participants in their children’s educational journey.
This helps create a supportive home environment that reinforces the values and

lessons learned in school.
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14. SUMMARY OF MAIN POINTS

The Accelerated Christian Education program provides students with the tools to succeed
academically and in life by promoting personal responsibility, critical thinking, character
development, self-confidence and a strong Christian worldview. Through its individualized
approach, biblical integration, and focus on life skills, A.C.E. aims to prepare learners for their

future roles as responsible, thoughtful, and contributing members of society.

The A.C.E. program provides a comprehensive education that prepares students for both life
and career. By integrating individualized learning, biblical teachings, academic rigor, and
practical life skills, it equips learners with the tools they need to succeed in a variety of
environments. Beyond academic knowledge, A.C.E. places a strong emphasis on character
development and preparing students to navigate life's challenges with integrity, responsibility,
and faith in God.

SECTION 3

The Academic Distinctives of the A.C.E
Programme

The Accelerated Christian Education (A.C.E.) program stands out as a unique educational
system with several academic distinctives designed to provide individualized, Biblically-based
learning experiences for students. These distinctives emphasize student-centred learning,
mastery of content, and character development, with a clear goal of preparing students for
success both academically and spiritually. Below are the key academic distinctives of the

A.C.E. program:
1. Individualized Learning

o Self-Paced Education: A major distinction of the A.C.E. program is its focus on
individualized learning. Each student works at their own pace through the Pace
(individual workbooks) and PACEs (Packet of Accelerated Christian Education).

Students’ progress when they have demonstrated mastery of the material, rather than
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being bound by traditional grade levels. This allows for tailored education based on

each learner's abilities, strengths, and areas of improvement.

e Customized Learning Paths: The curriculum enables students to accelerate in
subjects where they excel and take additional time in areas where they need

improvement, promoting self-paced mastery.

Mastery Learning Approach

« Mastery Before Progression: A cornerstone of A.C.E. is that students must fully
master a concept before moving on to the next one. This approach ensures no gaps in

learning and a strong foundation in core subjects.

« Emphasis on Understanding: The mastery learning model encourages students to
not only complete assignments but to demonstrate their understanding. This means
that if a student does not fully grasp a concept, they must revisit and review the material

until they achieve mastery.

Biblical Integration

e Scripture-Based Curriculum: The A.C.E. program integrates Biblical principles into
every subject. The core subjects such as mathematics, science, language arts, history,
and literature all include Biblical perspectives. This integration reinforces Christian

values, helping students understand the world through a Christian worldview.

+ Character Building: Beyond academic knowledge, A.C.E. places a strong emphasis
on building character. Lessons encourage qualities such as honesty, kindness,
diligence, and integrity, ensuring that students not only excel academically but also

grow spiritually and morally.

. The PACE System

e Structured Learning with PACEs: The A.C.E. program uses PACEs (Packets of
Accelerated Christian Education) to deliver content. Each PACE is a small, self-
contained workbook that covers a specific subject area, typically structured into

several short lessons. Each PACE includes:
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o Introduction and Review: At the start of each PACE, students review what

they learned previously before introducing new material.

o Comprehensive Exercises: Each lesson includes practice exercises, quizzes,

and self-tests that reinforce the learning process.

o Self-Testing: After completing each PACE, students must take a test to assess
their mastery of the material. Only after demonstrating mastery can they

proceed to the next PACE.

Progressive Mastery: As students complete each PACE, they receive immediate

feedback, allowing for quick identification of weaknesses and targeted intervention.

5. Biblical Discipline and Life Skills

Focus on Moral Education: A.C.E. incorporates Biblical teachings into the curriculum
to foster discipline and character. Students are encouraged to apply Biblical truths in

their personal lives, fostering a life of integrity, responsibility, and self-discipline.

Life Skills Integration: In addition to academic knowledge, the A.C.E. program
teaches students life skills such as decision-making, time management, problem-
solving, and interpersonal relationships. This holistic approach prepares students for

success in their careers and personal lives.

6. Character-Building Assessments

Character Traits Emphasis: Alongside academic assessments, students are
assessed on their development of positive character traits. A.C.E. provides
character-building exercises, such as memorizing Bible verses and completing
character-related lessons, to ensure students are developing qualities that will serve

them in all areas of life.

Application of Christian Values: These assessments encourage students to integrate

Christian values into their daily actions, helping to build moral strength and resilience.

7. Academic Rigor with Flexibility

Comprehensive Curriculum: The A.C.E. program offers a rigorous and

comprehensive curriculum in core subjects such as mathematics, science, language
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arts, history, and literature. The curriculum is designed to build foundational
knowledge and encourage critical thinking. Students are challenged with academic

content that pushes them to think deeply and develop problem-solving skills.

¢ Flexibility in Learning: Despite its academic rigor, A.C.E. provides the flexibility to
meet the needs of a wide variety of learners. Because students’ progress at their own
pace, the program can be adapted to fit both advanced students who need more

challenging material and struggling learners who may need additional support.

8. Learning Stations and Interaction

+ Station-Based Learning: The A.C.E. program can incorporate learning stations or
small group sessions where students engage in different activities designed to
reinforce learning. These might include collaborative projects, small-group

discussions, or practical applications of academic material.

¢ Independent Study with Teacher Support: Although students work primarily at their
own pace, teachers or supervisors are available to provide guidance, clarify difficult
concepts, and offer encouragement. This helps students stay on track and ensures

they are getting the support they need.

9. Focus on Literacy and Numeracy

« Strong Emphasis on Literacy: A.C.E. places a major emphasis on developing
reading, writing, and language skills. The curriculum is designed to promote fluency
in reading, comprehension, and composition. Language skills are integrated into all
subjects, and students are encouraged to express their thoughts clearly and

persuasively.

¢ Mathematical Competence: In addition to literacy, A.C.E. also focuses on
mathematical competence. The curriculum is designed to take students from basic
arithmetic through more advanced math concepts, ensuring a well-rounded

understanding of mathematics.

10. Global Perspective

¢ Worldview Development: Through its curriculum, A.C.E. helps students develop a

Christian worldview, encouraging them to understand and engage with the world
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from a Biblical perspective. This includes considering global issues, ethics, and cultural

differences in light of Christian teachings.

Career and Life Planning: Students are encouraged to consider their future careers
and life paths early on. Through integrated career exploration and guidance, A.C.E.

helps students make informed decisions about their educational and career goals.

11. Parental Involvement

Parental Participation: The A.C.E. program encourages active parental
involvement. Parents are seen as partners in the educational process, helping guide
their children’s learning and reinforcing Christian values at home. This strengthens the
connection between school and home, ensuring that students are supported in all

areas of life.

12. Character and Leadership Development

Leadership Opportunities: As part of the overall character-building philosophy,
A.C.E. offers opportunities for students to take on leadership roles within the school
environment. This encourages confidence, responsibility, and the development of

leadership skills that are essential in adult life.

13. SUMMARY OF MAIN POINTS

The academic distinctives of the Accelerated Christian Education (A.C.E.) program reflect a

commitment to providing a rigorous, individualized, and Biblically integrated education. By

focusing on mastery learning, character development, and academic rigor, the program

prepares students not just for academic success, but for a life grounded in Christian principles.

A.C.E. aims to create well-rounded individuals who are equipped with the knowledge, skills,

and moral foundation to navigate both their personal and professional futures successfully.
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SECTION 4

Character Development Distinctives of the ACE
Programme

The Accelerated Christian Education (A.C.E.) program places a strong emphasis on
character development, viewing it as a central element of education alongside academic
achievement. The program integrates Biblical principles into every aspect of learning, aiming
to shape students into individuals who demonstrate integrity, responsibility, and a Christ-
centred worldview. Here are the key character development distinctives of the A.C.E.

program:
1. Biblical Integration in Character Building

* Scripture-Based Learning: The A.C.E. program integrates Biblical values into every
subject, providing students with a spiritual foundation that underpins their academic
learning. Bible verses, character-building lessons, and biblical principles are woven

into the curriculum, shaping students’ hearts and minds in line with Christian teachings.

e Scripture Memorization: Students are encouraged to memorize Bible verses
regularly, helping them internalize God’s Word and apply it in their daily lives. These
verses often align with character traits that A.C.E. seeks to nurture, such as honesty,

kindness, and self-discipline.
2. Focus on Character Traits

e« Character Traits Emphasis: A.C.E. explicitly targets the development of godly
character traits, such as obedience, diligence, patience, respect, humility,
responsibility, honesty, and kindness. These traits are directly linked to the Biblical
teaching students receive and are expected to be demonstrated in both academic and

social contexts.

¢ Character Growth through Daily Lessons: Each Pace (packet of work) includes
character-building content in addition to academic material. Students not only learn

about academic concepts but also apply character qualities to the lessons, such as
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showing kindness to others during group work or being diligent in completing their

assignments.

3. Development of Self-Discipline

Self-Paced Learning and Responsibility: The A.C.E. system is designed to
encourage self-discipline. Since students’ progress at their own pace, they are
responsible for managing their time and completing their assignments independently.
This helps them develop self-control, motivation, and accountability—critical life

skills.

Personal Goal Setting: Students are encouraged to set personal learning goals and
track their progress. This fosters a sense of responsibility and the ability to manage

time effectively, which are vital skills for both academic success and personal growth.

4. Service and Compassion

Community Service Projects: Many A.C.E. schools incorporate service-oriented
activities into their curriculum, encouraging students to give back to their
communities. Through these projects, students develop a heart for service, learn

empathy, and understand the importance of helping others.

Mission Trips and Outreach: Students are often encouraged to participate in mission
trips or outreach programs, which not only deepen their faith but also cultivate a sense
of global responsibility and compassion. These experiences promote understanding

and respect for others and help students see the world through a Christ-centred lens.

5. Mentoring and Accountability

Teacher as Mentor: In the A.C.E. program, teachers take on the role of mentors,
guiding students not just in their academic learning but in their personal and spiritual
development. This mentorship helps foster accountability and provides students with

positive role models to look up to.

Peer Mentorship: In some schools, older students are encouraged to mentor
younger students, reinforcing leadership qualities and helping build a culture of
encouragement and support. Peer mentorship promotes positive relationships and

offers opportunities for students to practice empathy, leadership, and patience.
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6. Development of Leadership Skills

Leadership Training: Leadership development is integrated into the A.C.E. model
through both formal and informal avenues. Students are encouraged to take on
leadership roles, whether in the classroom, during school events, or in community

activities.

Opportunities for Responsibility: The A.C.E. program provides various opportunities
for students to practice leadership skills and responsibility, such as helping lead
chapel services, organizing events, or mentoring peers. These experiences help
students build confidence and develop the skills necessary to lead in a Christ-like

manner.

7. Building a Strong Christian Worldview

Worldview Development: A.C.E. aims to instil a Christian worldview in students,
helping them view the world through the lens of Scripture. This helps shape their
attitudes and behaviours in accordance with Christian values. The program
encourages students to ask deep, meaningful questions about life, morality, and the

purpose of existence, with the Bible as the ultimate guide.

Application of Faith: Throughout the curriculum, students are encouraged to apply
their Christian faith in real-life situations. They are taught to make ethical decisions

and engage with the world around them in ways that reflect their beliefs and values.

8. Respect for Authority

Respect for Parents, Teachers, and God: One of the foundational character traits
emphasized by A.C.E. is respect—for God, authority figures, and peers. Students are
taught to honour their parents, teachers, and others in positions of authority, which
reflects the Biblical commandment to "honour your father and mother” (Exodus
20:12).

Respect in Action: Students practice respect through daily interactions, from how
they speak to their teachers to how they collaborate with classmates. This emphasis

on respect is integral to maintaining a positive and supportive school environment.
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9.

Integrity and Accountability

Honesty and Integrity: A.C.E. encourages students to live with honesty and integrity
in all areas of life. Students are taught to take responsibility for their actions, own up to
mistakes, and make things right when they fail. The curriculum includes exercises that
challenge students to think critically about ethical choices and to act with transparency

and truthfulness.

Accountability Practices: The structure of the A.C.E. program naturally promotes
accountability. Since students work independently, they must complete their work
honestly and on time. Teachers provide regular assessments and checks to ensure
students remain on track and accountable for their learning and character

development.

10. Character-Based Assessments

Character Evaluation: A.C.E. does not only assess academic performance but also
evaluates students on their character development. This includes assessments
related to their behaviour, attitudes, and adherence to Biblical values. The program
uses tools like Character Studies and Character Trait Evaluations to help students

reflect on their growth.

Recognition of Character Achievements: Students who demonstrate strong
character traits may be recognized through awards or incentive programs,
reinforcing the importance of good character. This encourages a culture of positive
reinforcement and motivates students to strive for excellence in both academic and

character pursuits.

11. Focus on Self-Reflection and Spiritual Growth

Spiritual Growth: The program emphasizes that character development goes hand-
in-hand with spiritual growth. Students are encouraged to engage in regular prayer,

Bible study, and reflection to deepen their relationship with God.

Reflection on Behaviour: Regular self-reflection exercises prompt students to
consider how their actions align with their faith and values. This practice of

introspection encourages humility and a willingness to grow spiritually and personally.

19



12. Parental Involvement in Character Development

¢ Home-School Partnership: A.C.E. encourages parental involvement in the
character development process. Parents are encouraged to reinforce the same
character traits being taught in school, creating a unified approach to nurturing godly

character in students.

e Parental Guidance on Character Traits: Parents are provided with tools and
resources to help them guide their children in developing Biblical character at home,

thus strengthening the partnership between school and family.

13. Summary of main points:

The character development distinctives of the Accelerated Christian Education (A.C.E.)
program place a high value on shaping students' hearts and minds in accordance with Biblical
principles. A.C.E. fosters godly character, personal responsibility, integrity, and
leadership by integrating these values into every aspect of the educational experience.
Through Biblical teaching, mentorship, practical application, and self-reflection, the
program prepares students not only for academic success but for a life of Christian service,

leadership, and moral excellence.
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SECTION 5

The Value of the Accelerated Christian

Education Program in Developing Essential Life

Skills

The Accelerated Christian Education (A.C.E.) program provides more than just academic

knowledge; it offers a comprehensive approach to developing essential life skills that are

crucial for personal growth, career success, and a fulfilling life. By combining individualized

learning with Biblical principles and character development, A.C.E. equips students with the

tools they need to navigate the challenges of life, build strong relationships, and make

meaningful contributions to society.

Here’s an exploration of the value of the A.C.E. program in developing these essential life

skills:

1. Self-Discipline and Time Management

Self-Paced Learning: The A.C.E. program’s emphasis on individualized, self-paced
learning fosters self-discipline and time management. Students set their own
learning pace, track their progress, and are accountable for meeting deadlines and
completing tasks. This autonomy builds self-control and helps students develop the

habit of setting and achieving personal goals.

Goal Setting: Students are taught to set personal academic goals and monitor their
own progress. This experience of planning, tracking, and achieving goals is a key life

skill that translates directly to professional and personal success.

2. Problem-Solving and Critical Thinking

Independent Learning: Because students work through the Pace system
independently, they are often faced with challenges that require them to problem-
solve and think critically. They must figure out solutions on their own, developing

important analytical skills that will serve them in real-world situations.

Application of Knowledge: A.C.E. emphasizes practical application of academic

concepts, encouraging students to go beyond rote memorization and apply what

21



they’ve learned to solve real problems. Whether it's solving math problems, writing
essays, or understanding scientific principles, students learn to think critically and

make informed decisions.

3. Responsibility and Accountability

* Mastery Before Moving Forward: The mastery learning approach of A.C.E. teaches
students to take responsibility for their learning. They must demonstrate proficiency in
one area before moving on to the next, ensuring that they take ownership of their

academic progress.

+ Accountability to Self and Others: A.C.E. promotes personal accountability by
requiring students to track their own progress, meet deadlines, and take responsibility
for their work. The system also encourages accountability to teachers, mentors, and

peers, fostering a culture of responsibility in both academic and personal areas.

4. Character Development and Ethical Decision Making

« Biblical Values: A.C.E. integrates Biblical principles throughout the curriculum,
encouraging students to develop strong moral character. By learning to apply concepts
such as honesty, integrity, respect, and humility in their daily interactions, students
gain a solid ethical foundation for making decisions in both personal and professional

contexts.

¢ Ethical Decision Making: The program’s emphasis on character education helps
students develop a sense of moral responsibility. This prepares them to navigate
complex ethical dilemmas with confidence, guided by Christian values, which is

essential in today’s world.

5. Communication Skills

« Written and Oral Communication: A.C.E. encourages the development of strong
communication skills, particularly in writing and reading comprehension. The
curriculum includes assignments that require students to articulate their thoughts
clearly and persuasively, building skills that are essential for effective communication

in any profession.
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¢ Collaboration and Social Skills: While the A.C.E. program emphasizes individual
learning, it also provides opportunities for students to collaborate with others, whether
through group projects or community service. This helps students build teamwork and

interpersonal skills, essential for both personal and career success.

* Respectful Discourse: By learning to interact respectfully with peers and mentors,
students practice communication that is both assertive and respectful, helping them

thrive in social and professional environments.

6. Leadership and Initiative

* Leadership Opportunities: A.C.E. encourages students to take on leadership roles
within the classroom, during school events, and in community service activities. These
opportunities help students build confidence, decision-making skills, and the ability

to lead by example.

* Initiative and Independence: The self-directed nature of A.C.E. promotes initiative
and independence. Students are not only responsible for their academic progress but
also learn to make decisions, solve problems, and contribute meaningfully to their

community or school environment.

7. Emotional Intelligence (EQ) and Social Awareness

+« Emotional Regulation: A.C.E. incorporates principles of emotional intelligence into its
curriculum by promoting self-control, self-awareness, and empathy. Students are
encouraged to manage their emotions, make thoughtful decisions, and approach

situations with a calm and reasoned demeanour.

e Social Skills: The program’s focus on Christian character development helps
students develop empathy and compassion for others. By engaging in service projects
and working with peers, students gain a better understanding of the needs of others

and how to interact with people from different backgrounds.

8. Civic Responsibility and Community Service

¢ Community Engagement: The A.C.E. program emphasizes community service and
civic responsibility as key aspects of personal development. Students are

encouraged to serve others, whether through school projects or outreach initiatives.
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This fosters a sense of purpose and stewardship, helping students understand their

role in making a positive impact in their communities and the world.

Global Awareness: Through mission trips, service projects, and global studies, A.C.E.
encourages students to develop an awareness of global issues, cultural differences,

and the importance of serving others beyond their immediate circles.

9. Financial Responsibility

Money Management Education: While not a core component of the A.C.E.
curriculum, many A.C.E. schools incorporate life skills such as basic financial literacy.
Students learn about budgeting, saving, and making wise financial decisions—skills

that are crucial for navigating adult life and achieving financial independence.

Work Ethic: A.C.E. also encourages students to develop a strong work ethic. Whether
through academic achievement, school-related jobs, or community involvement,
students are taught to be diligent and committed to their responsibilities, which is

directly tied to financial success in the future.

10. Adaptability and Resilience

Adapting to Challenges: The A.C.E. system fosters resilience by encouraging
students to persevere through academic and personal challenges. Students learn how

to cope with difficulties, bounce back from setbacks, and stay focused on their goals.

Problem-Solving in Real Life: By learning through self-paced modules and handling
academic challenges on their own, students develop adaptability—an essential life
skill in today’s rapidly changing world. Whether adjusting to a new job, learning new
skills, or navigating changing social dynamics, A.C.E. graduates are equipped with the

tools they need to thrive.

11. Work Ethic and Responsibility

Diligence in Academic Work: Through the A.C.E. approach, students develop a
strong work ethic. The emphasis on completing work independently, meeting
deadlines, and ensuring quality learning prepares students to take initiative and be

diligent in future tasks, whether academic or in the workplace.
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+ Taking Responsibility for Success: The program teaches students that their success
is directly tied to their level of effort and responsibility. The self-paced, mastery-driven
approach ensures that students learn to take full ownership of their academic journey

and results.

12. CONCLUSION

The A.C.E. program provides a comprehensive education that goes beyond textbooks and
academic concepts to focus on the development of essential life skills. By fostering self-
discipline, problem-solving abilities, emotional intelligence, and leadership qualities, the
program prepares students to succeed not only academically but in all aspects of life. Through
its emphasis on Biblical principles, character development, and personal responsibility,
A.C.E. equips students to become well-rounded, principled individuals who are capable of

making a positive impact in their communities and beyond.
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